Can cesarean section be performed without the woman's consent?
Occasionally, an obstetrician can experience conflicts between the mother and her fetus. In a situation where the life of the fetus is in danger, religious, cultural, or other convictions may cause the mother to refuse the physician's recommendations for delivery. When there is a medical indication to perform cesarean section, but the mother refuses, has the obstetrician then a right to perform a cesarean section to save the fetus from possible death or serious injury? In 1987, The Norwegian Directorate of Health made a statement on cesarean section without consent, but later, new legislation on patient rights has been introduced. In Norway, no scientific medical articles have been published on this topic, and no cases have yet been brought to court. Cases of court-ordered cesarean section have been reported from the UK and the USA. In this report, we discuss some of the ethical, moral, and legal aspects of forced cesarean sections.